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SUBJECT: MORE KIDNAPPING OF JAPANESE IN MINDANAO 
REF: MANILA 13809 AND PREVIOUS 

1. JAPANESE EMBOFF HATORI CONFIRMED NOV. 7 KIDNAPPING OF 
SIX JAPANESE NATIONALS FROM FISHING VESSEL "SULU" OFF BASILAN 
ISLAND AS REPORTED IN LOCAL PRESS. UP TO NOW. ACCORDING 
HATORI, JAPANESE EMBASSY HAS NO INFORMATION REGARDING WHERE- 
ABOUTS (OR WELFARE) OF VICTIMS, NOR HAS ANY DEMAND FOR RANSOM 
BEEN RECEIVED. JAPANESE CONSUL IN DAVAO IS WORKING ON CASE 
BUT HE HAS THUS FAR BEEN UNABLE PERSONALLY TO CONTACT LOCAL 
COMMANDER, ADMIRAL ESPALDON, WHO IS COORDINATING EFFORTS TO 
RETRIEVE HOSTAGES. PRESS DESCRIBED KIDNAPPERS AS TEN HEAVILY 
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ARE IN EMPLOY OF PRIVATE JAPANESE FIRM (SHIGETSO FISHING CO.). 
ASSAILANTS RELEASED FILIPINO CREW MEMBERS AND TOLD THEM TO 
REPORT INCIDENT TO GOP AUTHORITIES. 

2. COMMENTING ON NOV. 7 AP STORY OUT OF TOKYO THAT GOJ 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS HAS ISSUED STATEMENT URGING 
JAPANESE TOURISTS TO REFRAIN FROM TOURING MINDANAO, EMBOFF 
SAID THAT JAPANESE EMBASSY HAD RECOMMENDED SUCH ACTION 
ON NOV. 4. HE THOUGHT REPORT OF MINISTRY STATEMENT PROBABLY 
CORRECT BUT NO OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION YET RECEIVED FROM 
TOKYO. HE SAID THAT MINISTRY HAD ISSUED MILDER STATEMENT 

ON AUGUST 28 WARNING MINDANAO-BOUND TOURISTS TO "BE PRUDENT" 
FOLLOWING EARLIER ZAMBOANGA KIDNAPPING INCIDENT OF AUG. 25. 
JAPANESE EMBASSY WILL TAKE NO ACTION AT THIS END BEYOND 
REPEATING MINISTRY WARNINGS TO JAPANESE CITIZENS AS 
OPPORTUNITY ARISES. 

3. HATORI ASKED IF US EMBASSY PLANNED ACTION TO WARN AMCITS. 
EMBOFF SAID OFFICIAL TRAVEL TO MINDANAO RESTRICTED AND NON- 
OFFICIALS WARNED WHEN POSSIBLE OF RISK INVOLVED IN SITUATION, 
BUT THAT UP TO NOW WE HAD NOT ISSUED ANY PUBLIC WARNING. 

4. COMMENT: THIS IS THIRD WELL-PUBLICIZED KIDNAPPING OF 
JAPANESE IN THREE MONTHS. (OTHERS WERE ABDUCTION OF 
HONEYMOONING BRIDE NEAR ZAMBOANGA AUG. 25 AND SEIZURE OF 
FREIGHTER SUEHIRO MARU ON SEPT. 26. IN ADDITION THERE WAS 
ABORTIVE KIDNAPPING OF JAPANESE-FRENCH COUPLE IN MARAWI 
CITY IN MID-AUGUST AND UNSUCCESSFUL ABDUCTION ATTEMPT NEAR 
ZAMBOANGA ON NOV. 1.) IN CONTRAST. AMERICANS HAVE BEEN 
VICITIMS OF ONLY ONE INCIDENT IN AREA (KIDNAPPING OF TWO 
BOISE CASCADE REPS ON AUGUST 30). WHETHER THIS SOMEWHAT 
LOPSIDED CONCENTRATION ON JAPANESE AS OPPOSED TO OTHER 
FOREIGNERS WILL CONTINUE REMAINS TO BE SEEN, BUT THERE IS 

NO DOUBT THAT TRAVEL IN RURAL AREAS OF SOUTH AFFECTED 
BY REBEL ACTIVITY (INCLUDING MOST REGIONS OF WESTERN 
MINDANAO EXCEPT URBAN CENTERS OF CAGAYAN DE ORO AND DAVAL) 
REMAINS HAZARDOUS FOR ALL FOREIGNERS, INCLUDING AMERICANS. 
SULLIVAN 
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